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Want to Contribute
to Arborescence?

MSA is looking for a few good people.
Okay, not just a few. But if you are
passionate about this industry and want
to share that enthusiasm, we are looking
for the following: writers, committee
members and photo’s. Please contact
Heidi Van Schooten.
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The Official Publication of the Minnesota Society of Arboriculture

President’s Message
Jeffrey Loso,
MSA President

This is an exciting time in the Minnesota Society of Arboriculture. Our mission
statement talks about our roll in the education of shade trees. During the last year
we have been looking for ways to expand and grow our educational programs and
enhance the programs that we currently have.
One way of expanding is through creating partnerships with other educational
organizations. We now have new a partnership with the Rochester Arborist
Workshop, and we are working on a partnership with the Minnesota Shade Tree
Short Course for smaller workshops throughout the year. We just hosted our first
Tree Risk Assessment Qualification class and test this spring, as another way of
growing our educational programs.
Many people don’t realize the amount of education that they can get from the
Minnesota Tree Climbing Championship. It is an event steeped in safety and
fellowship where ideas and new techniques are shared freely. If you are new to tree
climbing or even an old pro, this is the place you want to be. We encourage you to
compete, but just showing up and watching, or volunteering, will impress upon you
the know-how to work safer and more efficiently in trees.
Our new Vice President, Jacob Busiahn, has been hard at it this winter getting the
Fall Conference speakers set up. He has lined up some wonderful speakers and it
looks like it will be a top notch conference this fall.
I am excited about our expanded educational programs and the new partnerships
that we are forming. I hope that you will find our offerings educational and also
enjoyable.
I would love to hear any ideas for educational programs or speakers that you have,
let me know at: thruhiker1999@me.com.

Newly Certified by ISA
Certified Arborists as of April 2014
Daniel Anderson
Jarod A. Barton
David Braun
Matthew James Brugger
Aaron R. Buetow
Jacob Allen Busiahn
Daniel P. Comerford
Brendan Michael Connelly
Jacob Duraine
Brock Abraham Eastlund

Municipal Specialist
Chris Kramer

Garrett Gardner
Joshua G. Hielsberg
Gerald C. Hoffstrom
Brian Luedtke
Alexander S. Lundberg
Eric Bruce Lundstrom
Matthew Molinaro
Angela Nelson
Caleb Petersen
Jamie Qunell

Randy Schwerin
Jill Sinclair
Benjamin Thomas Spears
Barett L. Steenrod
Matt Suzukida
Jennifer D. Teegarden
Josh J. Thompson
Christopher J. Wagener
Edward Wood
Patrick Milo Worden

Board Certified Master Arborist
Craig A. Berryhill
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Welcome New Members!
New members as of April 2014
Aaron R. Buetow, Meridian Tree
Amber N Brant, Thunder Bay
Andrew Sibley, Meyer Outdoor Services
Brad Weber, Champlin
Brandon Robert Seitz, Grand Portage National Monument
Brian Jung, City of Chaska
Brian Luedtke, Hastings
Brock Abraham Eastlund, LCS Lawn Service
Christina Jerkins. Fridley
David Braun, Duluth
Derik J. Olson, Saint Paul Park
Douglas J. Yetzer, Yetzers Tree Service/YTS Co.
Dustin Ellis, Saint Paul
Erik Euteneuer, Carr’s Tree Service
Erika Commers, Golden Valley
Erin F. Peters, Winona State University
Gabriel R. Smith, Coralville
Jacob Duraine, Upper Cut Tree Service
Jennifer Conway, Xtreme Tree Team, Inc.
Joe Reynolds, Stratton
Josh Moser, CannonTreeCare
Joshua L Jobes, Wykoff

ISA Update
Jim Vaughan,
Council of Representatives (COR) – MSA representative
Thank you for showing confidence in me to continue in the
role of Council of Representative (COR) for 3 more years (for
those of you that did not make our annual MSA business
meeting last October at the Fall Conference, I was reelected, unopposed I might add, to the COR position).

Kerry Anderson, Valent Professional Products
Kevin Clay, Minneapolis
Kevin Willms, KLW Exteriors LLC dba 5 Star Lawn Scaping
Kim Fischer, Minnetonka
Larry Rausch, New Beginnings Landscape and Tree Service
Luke Midura, Minneapolis
Mark Kruse, Minneapolis
Meghan V. Running, SMSC
Mitch Steffen, Steffen Contracting Inc & Tree
Nick Rinzel, Woodbury
Patrick Milo Worden, Davey Tree
Robin Fruth-Dugstad, RCTC
Ruben Herrera, Minnetonka
Ryan Wimbish, Apple Valley
Selmer Theodore Olson, City of Chaska
Stephen Merth, Saint Paul
Thomas Badon, MSP Outdoor Services
Todd Olerud, New Age Tree Service
Tom Murphy, Cannon Falls
Travis Jones, River Falls
Valerie Price, University of Minnesota
Yvonne Boldt, Plymouth

Arboriculture Australia and the ISA are continuing
conversations regarding a draft MOU that is in process,
while Taiwan is progressing with the MOU process.
TCIA Safety Statistics
TCIA recently published information about the Occupational
Tree Care Accidents in 2013. Falls from trees came back
with the highest fatality rate in the TCIA Findings. ISA, as
well as MSA, ALWAYS emphasize safety first!

Social Media and Branding of ISA Logos
ISA has several social media pages and groups. Your
support of these pages is strongly encouraged and is greatly
appreciated. Additionally, you can link to the ISA Facebook
pages from the homepage of each of ISA’s various web sites
- ISA, ITCC, and TreesAreGood™.
Leadership Workshop 2013
To give you an example of how diverse and international
ISA is, the 2013 ISA Leadership Workshop brought together
73 leaders, in late October, representing ISA chapters,
professional affiliates, and associate organizations from 13
different countries. The workshop welcomed ISA Chapter
executives and administrators from Australia, Belgium,
Brazil, Canada, Croatia, Hong Kong, Italy, Lithuania, New
Zealand, Mexico, Sweden, the United Kingdom, and the
United States.
Welcome Croatia and More
ISA welcomes Croatia as our newest Associate
Organization. Croatia will be recognized formally at the 2014
ISA Annual Conference in Milwaukee.

North America Tree Climbing Championship
This was held April 5 & 6, 2014 in Pasadena, CA. The North
American Tree Climbing Championship (NATCC) provides
a competitive but educational opportunity for working
arborists in North America to demonstrate and exchange
new climbing techniques and equipment, as well as safe
work practices. MSA sent Nick Grebe, Matt Bever and
Rebecca Seibel-Hunt to participate.
2014 ISA Conference in Milwaukee from August 2 -6, 2014
(More info @ http://www.isa-arbor.com).
As always if you have any ideas or thoughts you’d like
conveyed to the ISA, please contact me.
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TREE Fund - STIHL Tours des Trees
The STIHL Tour des Trees is a weeklong, 500-mile cycling event held each year to benefit the Tree Research and Education
Endowment Fund (TREE Fund). Since 1992 the Tour des Trees has raised more than $6 million for scientific research and
education programs related to arboriculture (the science of caring for trees in a landscape) and urban forestry. STIHL Inc.,
title sponsor since 2009, is committed to title sponsorship of the Tour des Trees through 2014.
STIHL Tour des Trees cyclists can look forward to some of the best cycling in the US when the Tour journeys to Wisconsin
July 27-August 2, 2014. The Badger State is famous for its rolling country roads, pristine forests, orchards, vineyards and
sparkling lakefront vistas (in addition to cheese, brats and microbrews!)
Tree plantings and community engagement are hallmarks of every Tour, and Professor Elwood Pricklethorn (aka Toronto
arborist and veteran Tour cyclist Warren Hoselton) provides educational programs for young audiences along the way. The
Tour also adds about 20 new trees each year to the growing urban forest planted by its cyclists.
The 2014 Tour concludes August 2 at Mount Mary College, site of ISA’s International Tree Climbing Competition and Arbor
Fair.
Full-Tour cyclists commit to raising at least $3500 for the TREE Fund. The money raised supports the discovery of better
methods for propagation, planting and care of urban trees. The Tour also funds education programs aimed at connecting
young people with the environment and with career opportunities in the green industries. The legacy of the STIHL
Tour des Trees also includes an ever-expanding urban forest
planted by its cyclists and a better appreciation within its
destination communities for the trees which shade their
lives.
Help support our MN riders! Go online today and pledge
your support!
www.crowdrise.com/fundraise-and-volunteer/the-team/
stdtteamminnesota
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MSA’s First TRAQ Course

North American Tree
Climbing Championship!

Advanced technology for tree treatment...

TREATS MOST TREES
IN 5 MINUTES
OR LESS!
◆
◆
◆
◆

AVAILABLE AT:

No drilling damage
No mixing at job sites
No guarding or return trips
No waiting for uptake

1112 HWY. 13 EAST
BURNSVILLE, MN 55337
952.746.8975

Wedgle
Direct-Inject
®

™

TREE INJECTION SYSTEM
“Successful
and most
profitable
add-on
service”

Multiple
injection tips
designed for
all types of
trees, conifers
and palms

Insecticides • Fungicides • PGRs
Antibiotics • MicroNutrients

ArborSystems.com
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2014 Minnesota Tree Climbing Championship
This year’s event will be held at Oak Hill Park, St. Louis Park, MN on Saturday, May 17th and Sunday, May 18th. The preliminary events will run on Saturday from 8am-4pm with event winners and qualifiers for the Master’s Challenge event to be
announced at a post event gathering. The Master’s Challenge event will be held on Sunday, from 10am-2pm. The male and
female champions from this event will qualify to compete in the International Tree Climbing Championships being held in
Milwaukee, WI, August 3rd-4th, 2014. This is also a great family event with activities for children from 9-noon on Saturday
May 18th in conjunction with the DNR’s State Arbor Month Celebration!
We are currently seeking sponsors, participants, technicians and volunteers for this event. If you or your
company are interested in this event, please contact Lynn Welles at lynn@northeasttree.net or 612-910-8280.

2014 ArborMaster Climbing Kit Prize Package
The Minnesota Society of Arboriculture is pleased to announce the 2014 ArborMaster Climbing Kit Prize Package for the
Tree Climbing Champion (TCC), held in conjunction with the chapter’s 2014 Tree Climbing Championship (TCC) event.
This climbing kit is being offered to each chapter champion (both man and woman, if applicable)! The package is intended to
help equip the chapter representative(s) for the International Tree Climbing Championship (ITCC) Competition.
Each prize package includes:
•Petzel Vertex Helmet with Professional Hearing Protection, Eye Protection and Climbing Gloves provided by Husqvarna
•Silky Tsurugi Curve Hand Saw
•ArborMaster® Rope Friction Saver by Buckingham
•150’ ArborMaster® Climbing Line with eye splice from Samson
•OREGON® Tool Bag
•Vermeer logo’d Arborwear Double Thick Pullover Sweatshirt
•50% savings for an ArborMaster® 2-Day or 3-Day Hands-On Training Module
Sponsored by:
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2014 Minnesota Chapter
Tree Climbing Championship
(Qualifying event for the ISA TCC)
Saturday and Sunday, May 17 and 18, 2014
Oak Hill Park
3201 Rhode Island Ave. S.
Saint Louis Park, MN
The Minnesota Society of Arboriculture Tree Climbing Championship
welcomes professional tree climbers of all skill levels.
Winners will be eligible to compete at the ISA Tree Climbing
Championship in Milwaukee, WI
Men’s and Women’s division
State Arbor Month Celebration
Pre-registration and fee payment is required:
MSA Member: $75
Non-member: $115 (fee includes MSA membership, required for competition)

Register Online (New This Year) at:
http://msa-live.org/eventsnews/events/mn-tree-climbing-championship
For further information contact:

George Welles, Northeast Tree, Inc.
Lynn Welles, Northeast Tree, Inc.

e-mail: George@northeasttree.net
e-mail: Lynn@northeasttree.net

ph: 612-910-8274
ph: 612-910-8280

Mission Statement of the Tree Climbing Championship Committee:

To promote proper and innovative arboricultural climbing techniques and
equipment through friendly competition and fun educational activities.

2014 Corporate Sponsors
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State Arbor Month
Celebration and Tree
Climbing Championship
Saturday, May 17, 2014
Oak Hill Park, 3201 Rhode Island Ave S, St. Louis Park, MN 55426
State Arbor Month Celebration: 9 a.m.–noon. This free, family friendly
event will feature nature play opportunities, education, musical
performance by Kidtime with Rachel, community tree planting with
Tree Trust, and much more.
State Tree Climbing Championship: 8 a.m.–5 p.m. Watch tree
climbers from around Minnesota compete for the state title.
mndnr.gov/arbormonth
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MNTCC Open Ascent Event 2014!
Sponsored by: DMM and Teufelberger

The Open Ascent Event exhibition is back for 2014! It will be held on the afternoon of May 17, after all tree climbing events
have been completed. This year, it’s a team event; one climber and one “ground technician”! Judging will focus on the
climber’s ascent, plus the use of ground-based, lowerable anchor systems. Scoring will be based on several criteria: redundancies, slack management, speed, etc. Prizes for the top three teams! “The MNTCC Open Ascent Event 2014” is sponsored by DMM and Teufelberger.
We will run a demo and explain the rules on Friday, May 16th following the preliminary events walk-through and gear
check. Sign up with Taylor Hamel on Friday, May 16th at the park. Space is limited to 10 teams (2 people per team).
Contact Taylor Hamel with questions. treehamel@yahoo.com

Mark Stennes Honor
Mark Stennes has been a longtime MSA member and a huge presence in the
arboriculture profession for many years, including, but not limited to, devising
the Arbotect 20-S elm treatment protocol to lecturing on plant pathogens to
serving as the Minnesota Society of Arboriculture (MSA) representative for the
Minnesota Turf and Grounds Foundation (MTGF) for many years. Because of
these impactful efforts and Mark’s contributions to the Minnesota Community
forestry profession, MSA, the University of Minnesota, along with friends and
family, honored Mark with a tree planting. Since Mark was instrumental in
discovering the new “St. Croix elm” and since he had a long history with the
Minnesota State Fairgrounds, we thought it only appropriate that a St. Croix
elm tree be planted on the state fairgrounds, in honor of Mark.
On Tuesday, October 15th @10am,
2013, a St. Croix elm tree, donated
by the University of Minnesota,
was planted on the fairgrounds
along Carnes Avenue (just east of
the WCCO building), in honor of
Mark.
Please come visit and nurture this tree, any time of the year, not just State Fair
time…help this tree grow and flourish, in
Mark’s spirit, for many generations to come.
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Alternate Tie in Points
By Pierce Wasmund
City of Minneapolis

Tree care often asks us to solve problems. Sometimes the problem is diagnosing a disease or insect issue, and sometimes
the problem is clearing a house of branches from a nearby tree. Many times people need arborists and tree climbers to solve
a difficult removal problem. Storms can create lots of tricky situations. Some removals are put on the back burner and left to
rot while others are in small spaces with lots of obstacles. Combinations of these can give the most experienced people a
scare. The following will cover three different scenarios of using an alternate tie in point, a safer option than tying into the
tree being removed.
Scenario One:
The first scenario is a dead and mostly rotten red pine removal. The tree was not large but had extensive rot and a very
small drop zone. Flopping the tree was not an option. It was situated between a fence and the house and was not good to
rig off of.
The tree was close to other red pines that we could set a climbing
line in. The set-up used for this removal was a Single Rope Technique
(SRT) back up. The primary positioning and access to the tree was
made in the red pine to be removed. The climber used spikes and
a lanyard to climb the tree. In an adjacent tree an SRT system was
installed, using a throwline to set the rope in a high union. As the
climber spiked up the dead tree, he also advanced his ascender and
prussic knot. The prussic used in this situation was tied above the
ascender and clipped into the climbers main (center) D ring. When
switching to the descent system the climber locked off the prussic
with tension and installed a figure eight. A lanyard was the main work
positioning used for this removal. When cuts were made with the
chainsaw the prussic was tensioned and the figure eight was locked
off.
This system provided a high tie in point that ensured a swing away
from the hazard if the tree were to have broken. The long prussic
was used so the climber never became detached from the line. The
new SRT work positioning systems such as the Rope Wrench or
Unicender, if available, are recommended for this type of set up.
Scenario Two:
A similar situation to the
first scenario, this white
oak removal needed to be
climbed, but showed signs
of extensive decay. The tree
was not able to be flopped
but did not require any rigging. The top of the tree was dropped outside of the clients
septic drain field. The trunk was taken down to about ten or fifteen feet.
Not far from the tree was another white oak that we set a Doubled Rope Technique
(DdRT) system in. The system was used for positioning and provided a nice escape
if something bad were to happen. The main access into the tree was with spikes
and a lanyard. When making cuts with the chainsaw the alternate tie in helped
position the climber and provided for a second attachment, as required by the ANSI
standards.
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When the tree was down and cut up, we realized that the heartwood
was still intact, and the tree was mostly sound. But we still agreed
it was better to set up an alternate tie in point. There was lots of
conks and decayed wood on the exterior of the tree. Our pre-climb
visual inspection could not predict a solid interior. We chose the
safer option.
Scenario Three:
The third scenario was a removal from the Solstice storm of 2013.
An aspen tree had been tipped but not failed. The roots were slightly
heaving the soil and the tree was leaning over service wires, a
garden, and a shed. The tree could not support a climber on its own
and there were no trees large enough, and close enough, to swing
into the aspen. Our plan was to set a high line over the tree, and
use that for our tie in. Fortunately the tree was almost directly in
the center of two red pines. These pines were tall enough and strong enough to set a line through the upper portions of the
trees and over the aspen. One part of the line was set from the ground using a throwline, the other portion of the line was
set by a climber.
The tree was pre-tensioned through a block and Good Rigging Control System
(GRCS) in order to support the damaged roots. The pre-tensioning also created
an opportunity to use the tree as the rigging point. This would not have been an
option if the tree was not tensioned and the climber was not using an alternate
tie in point.
The climbing line was set through a DMM Revolver tied to the high line with an
alpine butterfly. The high line was the main tie in point for the climber and was
also the primary access.
When using a high line
system be sure to select
trees strong enough
to support the loads
produced. In this situation
we had angles, at the
redirection points, of about
90 degrees (pre tensioned
and unloaded) in the red
pines. A 90 degree angle
will produce about 141%
of the load on the redirection points. Once loaded these angles change
and the loads will increase.
Taking time to stay safe when trees are questionable is smart. Hazards can be mitigated and climbers put into safer and
more confident positions when trees are inspected and situations are evaluated. The trees in question can be removed with
without incident.

MSA
PO BOX 26151
ST. LOUIS PARK, MN 55426

Important Dates
Visit www.msa-live.org to learn more.
Tree Climbing Championship
May 17-18, 2014
Saint Louis Park, MN
MN State Arbor Day Celebration
May 17, 2014
Saint Louis Park, MN

EXAM DATE

Summer Rochester Arborist Workshop
July 18, 2014
Rochester, MN

06.27.2014

Cottage Grove

10.03.2014

Chanhassen

ISA 89th Annual Conference
August 2-6, 2014
Milwaukee, WI
Minnesota Tree Care Conference
October 2, 2014
MN Landscape Arboretum
TCI EXPO
November 13-15, 2014
Hartford, CT

LOCATION

